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; drgree, the 
fower and ſweetneſs; and which, by the help of 
God, he has preached for more than thirty | 
5 ©: | % T3 $1 | | 
It is with pain he reflects, that the tuts 
contained in the weer, ages, are too 5 
little eſteemed by ſome proleſſors in the pre- 

ſent day; and, by others, deſerted and op- 
poſed. And even among thoſe who profeſs 
to believe them, is it not to be feared, that 
there are but few, comparitively, who ſee 
their vaſt importance in the goſpel ſyſterfi, in 
real chriſtian experience? This nd:fference 
to divine truths, called by the ſpecious names 
of candour, charity, and fo on, has, doubt: 
leſs, been one cauſe of that contempt in which © + 
thoſe are held, who ſtrictly adhere to them; _ 
if not of the loſs of vital godlineſs in ſome 
LET % 


— 


ſhould, through a divine bleſſing, have the 
leaſt tendency to heighten divine truth in the 
. eſteem of any of God's dear children; to en- 


penſed-for my poor 


4 _ ADVERTISEMENT, 


churches, and in many chriſtians. This 5%, * 
indifference to divine truth has too often led 
the way to it's being delivered up into the 
hands:of it's enemies. 
If what is attempted in the following pages | 


dear the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to them; and to 
build them up in faith and evangelical holi- 
neſs; I mall think vr abundantly recom- 
ed-1 abours, and hope to N 
enabled to give all the glory to Gd. 
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Truly, in vain is Salvation hoped for from the 


 * Hills, and from the multitude of Mountains: 
truly in the LoxD our GoD ig the Salva- 
tion of 1ſract. +1 > Fan£23 8 0t0 


THESE words are expreſſive of. the 
diſpoſition and conduct of penitent 
backlliders; of ſuch as are made ſen- 
ſible of the evil nature of ſin; that are truly 
humbled for it before an 8 and fin-hating 
God; and, under the influence pf divine 
ace, are made willing, heartily, willing, to 
fene their ſins, and to be ſaved in the 
Lord's own. wy ; that is, by the Lord Jeſus 
_ Chrift, and by him only. In the preceding 
verſe, theſe penitents are invited to return to 
the Lord their God: Return, ſays the Lord, 
ye back ſliding children: which invitation b: 
ing ſet home to their ſouls, they readily ak 
 ſwer, Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art 
_ Happy they, who are thus recovered from 
en manifold backſlidin 2 . f 
ome, as true penitents, to the Lord their 
Ihe great ſubject of my text, is ſalvation; 
the ſalvation of the ſoul. "7 his, my friends, is 


© | The Hills and Mountains laid TY 


what we all ſtand in need of; and what each 
of us ſhould earneſtly ſeek after, in God's own | | 
appointed way. Our text informs us, that it 

is not to be hoped for from the HilLs and 
MovunTains: and then it aſſures us, that 
in the LORD our GoD is the Salvation of * 
rael. 


We may dierelore enquire, 
I. What Hills and MounTains thoſe are 
to which all merely natural men are prone to 
5 a and from whach to expect ſalvation. And 
chen, 
II. Shew, that ſpiritual and eternal ſalua- 


tion is lo be iN, for and found, in the 


— 


Lord Tefus Chriſt, and in Him only. And, 
while the ſubject is under Acne, may the 
eternal Spirit open our hearts to receive the 
truth, and lead us, as ſenſible ſinners, to the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift for falvation, _ 

I, Then, we ſhall enquire, What . hills and 
mountains thoſe are, to which all merely na: 
tural men are prone lo look, and from which 
to expett ſalvation. 

2ere is, doubtleſs, in the words of my 
text, an alluſion to thoſe hills and mountains, 
on which the 57 ſet up and worſhipped idols; 
from which falſe gods they rde lee 
from their temporal enemies. Nay, ſome of 
them 1 might be ſo ſtupid, as to ex 
| ſalvation from thoſe dumb el. ls, 
Inflances of which might be We Pry: from 


N 255 ures, fo 
ti "Fur, 


5 


Bat, if we view td hats: as a prophecy 
referring to goſpel times (as part of it moi} 
certainly does) and take the words in a meta- 
Toric Tenſe, then, by theſe hills and moun- 

tains we may underſtand things that ago 
GREAT, and HIGH, in the view and eſteem 
of mere natural men; and graceleſs profeſ- 
lors; and on which they place ſome hope 
and confidence for eternal "falvation, And 

2 A religious education is a great thing 

many ye Bing on which, they 18 | 
ſome hope of ſalvation. It is, doubtleſs, m 
App to enjoy a truly religious etc; 
tion. Such of you, my young friends, who 
have been thus Komed. have great reaſon 
to admire the conduct of Divine * Providewan 
towards you in this reſpect. Haff it been 
the pleaſure of God, you might have been 
born of Pagans, 1 heathen land; and, 
under the tuition of ſuch parents, have been 
led to worſhip the moſt contemptible idols. 

3 God, and honour your parents; who, 
the inſtruments of Providence, have 

rials you forth in a land of light and li- 
8 and yay ht you to worſhip the true 
{It is li Cowie the indiſpenſible du | 
of profeſſed Chriſtians, to train up that 7 
Ten in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. F And if, through indulgence, ſloth, 
* N , Or unfaithfu ne 
thoſe under their care, remain ignorant 
and rern they will certainly par- 
takes 
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5, their children, 
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takets of their gult, and perhaps Sebi: ac- 
ceſſary to their ruin, both here and hereafter. 

Oh, that Chriſtian | Nb would N 
conſider theſe things! 

- It | ſhould, however, be . remem- 
bered,. that edueati n is not grace: the for⸗ 
mer may be enjoy „vhere the latter is not 
at all experienced. Nov is it in the power of 
the beſt of parents, to give grace to their 
children. No; nor ſhould ſalvation be ex- 

pected from che beſt education. Regenera- 
tion and falvation, are not of blood, nor of the 

| Cod of the fie ſh, nor of the well of man, COL 

„4. #% 
| (2): An ed reformation, ſie a vicious 
Prophane courſe of life, is alſo a great 
vp in the account of many; on which, it 
is to be red they lay much ſtreſs for fall 
ben 

And it is certainly ie ak i the St - 

a importance, that wicked perſons ſhould, re 
form their conduct. They fhould abſtain from 
ſwearing, lyin g. drunkenneſs, ſabbath-breaking; 
ebenen and ſimilar offences; ſince the ho 7 

ures pofitive declare, that ſuch as live 
in u dhe practice of thoſe vices, ſhall not inherit 
thedingdom of God. No; unleſs perſons turn 
from, and hate ſuch notorious vices, : they: 
muſt take up their everlaſting abode in a laks. 
of fire and brimſtone. For the, wicked Jhalk 
be turned into ws and all -the nations that 

. Cod. n . mer beware of conti- 
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nuing in any of thoſe vices,” kt an holy God 
ſhould cut you off with a ſtroke! But — 7 — 4 
that an — reformation, though ablo- 
lutely neceſſary, gives no perſan a: Kt to fab 
vation. No; unleſs the heart be renewed 
a_ changed, and the perſon be born of water 

1 of he'll ii of truth hath ſo 
. declared, he cannot enter into the _— 
dom of God. * 

3. Man' s: free witl, ſha dah fower, to 
perform certain conditions of  /atvation, 
very great things with ſome perſons. 'Thel 
men think they can repent, broken, and turn 
to God whenever they pleaſe : and under the 
influence of theſe notions, there is reaſon to 
fear, thouſands have g tied their luſts, and 
continued in ſin, to their eternal deſtruction. 
However, if men can repent, believe, and turn 
to God when they pleaſe, and yet do not; 

their guꝛlt muſt be greatly e by the 
neglect. But Paul was net of their mind: 
Bis — is, Me are not ſufficient of ours 
ſelves, to think any thing as of ourſelves ; but 
our ſufficiency, is of God t and when he bids 
the 2 to work out their ſalvation, 
he tells them for their encouragement, that 
zt 2s God that worketh — both r wall 
and to do f hs goad plea 4 0435 © 
i As jams of 8 wth 1 Aa 1 
Know of none, properly ſpeaking, but what 
devolved upon | Ihr 11 as the — 
bY 
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in the” everlaſting covenant of grace. De 
covenant, reſpecting our ſalvation, was not 
made with ws, but with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
as mediator. As in Pſal. IxxxIX. 3, 4. I haue 
made a covenant with my clſen, I have 
3 Ag unto David my ee thy ſeed wi-l | 
J eſtabliſh for. ever, and build up thy throne. 
to all generations. That is, on his fulfilling 
the conditions of our ſalvation; which none 
but Chriſt was able to perform: which lay, 
in a perfect obedience to all the requirements 
of the divine law, in our ſtead; in making 
full: ſatisfaQtion to divine juſtice,” for all our 
offences; and, in his pleading the infinite 
efficacy of his own righteouſnels and: blood, 
betore the throne above on our behalf. 'Theſe 
were the conditions of our ſalvation; and 
theſe, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the finner' 
ſurety, has actually fulfilled. | | 
4. Human fogrming is a thing of reat 
repute, in the judgment of many perſons; 
and what they ſeem to think, contributes 
much towards teaching men the way of ſal- 
vation. This may be very uſeful, if lanctißed; 
and eſpecially in e the truths of the 
goſpel en it's learned and ſubtle enemies. 
But it never did, nor ever can, lead any man 
to the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, or to the 
hor of ſalvation by him. 
Did the learned Scribes and en ob- 
. the knowledge of Chriſt, and the way of 
ſalvation, by it? Nothing Bo. Did Saul the 
perſecutor- ing the. knoviedge of ers 1 
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by all "his learning? f By no means. We are 
told, notwithſtanding his learning, that he 
breathed out ee s and ſlaughter 
againſt the di oops rg jeſus, * Or did the 
heathen philo ophers, by all their ſtudy and 
literature, comprehend the: myſtenes of the 
croſs of Chriſt ? Hear the apo e's anſwer to 
this: We preach Chriſt cruciſied; to the Jun 
a ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks foolihne/5+ 
And again, ſays the ſame inſpired writer; 
We have received, not the ſpirit of the works 
but the ſpirit which'ts of God ; that we might 
know the things that are Fro gien to us 
Cod. Iich things alſo. we ſpeak, not in 1 
words which man's wiſdom teaclieth, but which - 
_ the Holy Ghoſt teachet. He adds, But ' the 
natural man; recetveth not the thingsof 41 
.r1t God they are fooli nib 2 | 
| —_— can ie 3 all thy: advants- 
ges of human learnin 1 becauiſe 4 | 
 Tuually diſcerned, Po LF hich-; 

with our ge 4 own words, 


5. Save think it a g i 
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who fard, The temple of the Lord, the hinge: 
of the I Lord, are we, I conſider myſelf as no- 
Party- man. I-wiſh to love all good men, of 
every party and denomination of profeſſed | 
Chriſtians ;- though they may differ from me, 
in ſome cormparitively bal | points of faith, 
or modes of worſhip. Yet I am no friend to- 
unſteadineſs. No; it gives me great plea- 
ſure to find Chriſtians eſtabliſhed in the faith, 
and conſtant in their places of worſhip; both 
in the houſe of God, and in their i 
It is an additional pleaſure to me, to find 
God's children of every denomination, -be- 
having in a friendly manner towards each 
other; and heartily-umiting in the ſuppreſſion 
ꝓf vice, and in promating the honour of God 
in the world. Let * n not e or 


elly. —— — pode ey king in 280, 
and love each other for his ſake; we cannot 
be right, nor will ke acknowledge 1 us at . 
us; his diſciples.I add, FPG 11G Dot, 1 

6. That good, works are very; eat thing 
in the eſteem of many perſons; 

Formance of wah; "thay hope; — : 
wy gn (as 0 common: yon 22 1 . 
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the . God, and ne Wr A 
M grant, chat good work are great 
ood things; and that all believers 
hou” as the apoſtle ſays, Be careful tb 
maintain them for. neceary uſes. Titus ii. 
14. But then it may be * Man 
thoſe uſes, which good works are "defy 
for, and for which they — tully 
maintained ? I anſwer; Not to gain che favour 
of God ; this exiſted from everlaſting; *'& 
deſtowed rocky in time z is the cauſe'of our 
love to Chriſt, and of all good worst Nor 
do good works juſtify us before God: for π/π§ 
are juſti/ freay'by by his grace. Nor do they 
obtain ſalvation for us: This is the giſt of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lordꝭ Rem. vi. unt. 
Yes, —_— us the end of the land for right: 
 eouſneſs," to every one that believeth., "Ret was | 
wounded for-din our bran/pr effons, and | 
for our iniquities; th c ement o o ir 
Leary was aon tam, and 2 1s u 
are healed.” Rom. x: A. Iſa. Iii. 5. It ap- 
pears, then, that good works do not obtain 
the e of God; that they do noe” july 
us before God j and chat they: do not ive us 
A title to eternal lĩſee. hee] 
Is it aſked, What men ate che es of _ 
e anſwer, They are to ju 
faith en men: : agreeable: to thoſe n 
„Fein 1 ien 10. 27 n £1: ede, ; 
10 {Ez >: arts 7 19 83 100 1220. 311 11 LA LOIHED at 1 | 
%% » er bi. 3 t Ep. Jobn iv. 19. 
+ Hol. ziv. 4. A Cor. v. 14, 15. 
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25 me thy Haiti Shih thy works, dl 

ſhew. thee my fait MY oo 

are to — a love 5 the Lord Jeſus | | 
Chriſt. / ye love me; keep m y commandments. 
He that hath my comma ats, and keep 
ell — it 2s 3 Joveth. wp 06 are 
to hub to filence the ignorance of fooliſi nen, 
— the * of God our Saviour. 
vou ee my — e "raking 

ortant- or good DOA: WO without 

1 fayiour.of them. We proceed now. 
II. To fhew whence ſalvation. is to be hoped 
for, and where it only can be had. It is tõ be 
had dn the LORD Jesvs CRIST, and in him 
only. For truly mn the LORD our GOD is 
_ the ſuloation Tue, : Other foundation can 

no man lay than that 1s laid, which is Jeſus 
Chrift. * Waller is there Valuation in ANY 
OTHER: for there 15 none other name under 
Heaven giuen among men, whereby ' we muſt be 
ſaved, 8 then, we may enquire, what, , 
of the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, perſons may hope 
for ſalvation from. This en of all . 
ſings may be. expected, OL 
1. From the dignity ofchis perſon... "The 
Lord * Chriſt is a perſon; a moſt glorious 
Not an human perſon, and a divine 
perſon: for then there would he: /vo. perſons 
in him; which is too abſurd to be admitted: 
the. human nature of Chriſt never exiſting, 
but in union bun the PO of the "© od. 
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God. But Chriſt is one frei AG 
two natures; being truly God, and —_ 


man: IMMANUEL, GOD: 6th 4s. *-: Of 


whom it is ſaid, ' In his name ſhall the Gentiles. 


truſt. + That is, in his perſon: for 


in a mere name, can ſave no man. But, whoſo» 


utteth his truſt in the LORD, ſhall be Jafe. 
Nor is Chriſt to be truſted in, as a —_ 
For, curſed is the man that truſteth in man, 


and maketh fleſh his arm.  But-bleſſed is the: 


man that truſteth in the LORD, and whoſe: 
hope the LORD14s.$ And again, II 
in the LORD for ever : for in tſæ LORD \ 


therefore, may. inners 1 le for ſaha- 
tion; even in 60 B rfeſt in e w 


is, over all, 6 BLESSED | Aon "EVER. - 


Amen. e init 

2. Salvation ma ae hoped Fong Rom che 
complete rigliteou neſs of Chriſt. We, e 
ſtand before an infinitely holy God, wi 


a perfect righteouſneſs: - This we 3 not. 
in ourſelves: for all our Tighteouſneſſes-(ne- 
gative, poſitive, moral and evangelical) are 
as filthy rags.++ How, then, can we think of 


Haul juſtihed by them, in the ſight of an i- 


finitely righteous God! It is impoſſible! nei: 
ther Ba olineſs, nor his juſtice, can admit 
of it. On for Eee 3h hy 75 1 . 
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C Matt. i i. 21, &e. 4 Chg xii, 21. 4 Prov.) xxix 25. 
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name, the Son of God himſelf hath wrought © 
out, and brought in, an everlaſting and ſpot- _ 
Jeſs righteouſneſs to clothe our naked ſouls, ' ' 
and juſtify us before God. Juſt ſuch a right- 
eouineſs as the law and quitice of God re- 
quired of us; without which, we cannot ſtand 
with acceptance in God's preſence. A right- 
eouſneſs, conſiſting in the holineſs of Chrilt's 
human nature, his perfect obedience to all 
the requirements of the moral law, and his 
painful, ſhameful ſufferings on the croſs, for 
us wretched ſinners f Thus was the Son of 
God himſelf made fin for us, that zwe might 
he made the righteoujneſs of God ͤ in him. * 
Amazing love ! ſtupendous wiſdom! and 
aſtoniſhing condeſcenfſiont! 
_ - Liſten, O ſinner, to the language of this 
almighty and compaſſionate Saviour. Hear- 
en unto ME, ye ſtout-hearted that are far 


8 * LEY 
e 
12 — — 
of 


1 


Ss... 


WE =o 6 KED 
5 AE hes 4a 
duly as 2 * > 
- - * 7 rere 


rom righteouſneſs. I bring near my righit- 
1 2 It e off, ms: my fal- 
vation ſhall not tarry ; and I will place ſatva- 
tion in Zion for Jfract _ glory. +- Happy 
they that know this joyful- found ! They/hatll 
| wall O LORD, in the hight of thy counte- 
' nance. In thy name ſhall they Teorce all the 
day, and in thy righteouſneſs _ they be ex- 
alled. I Earneſtly pray, my 


friends, that you 
may be enabled to reſt by faith upon this 
righteouſneſs, as Abraham did, to whom it 
Vas imputed; and for our —— 


® 2 Cor. v. 21. Þ Iſa. xlvi. 12, 13. f Pſal. IXxxix. 15.6 Gy 


* 
* 


2 * mY * * — n J SY EY * 2 * " 
f ö 2. } ELD SES Of « * 5 . 
þ - + 1 * 5 * DS. 
* v2! : N * * N 
— | 
” : * * 
* % 
7 — 2 5 * - F* — £ . 
ext 1 62 
— =. 8 


che e wall us, ales a0 not zoritten for &s 
| ſake alone, that it wasumputed-to him ; hut for 
Us alſo, 70 whom it ſhall be amputed, iſe hn 
" lieve on ham that ruiſed up -Feſus our Lord fr 
te dead, vo was deli * 8 
and was rasſed in or our juſtification. 
405 rp Sly 2 hoped for, by. the 
vie of ſinners, from the infinite efficacy of 
's moſt precious blood. We want, not | 
a nig en to clothe us; but, like- - 
only: Blood to cleanfe us, to bring. peace into 
our conſGiences, or to remove. flayiſh fears of 
the wrath of God. We are both guilty and 
filthy: we have incurred the juſt diſpleaſure 
125 God, by our enormous erimes: nor Was 
oflible for us to be pardoned,; Puriſied, 2} 
comforted, without full ſatisfaction being 
* to divine juſtice for all our 3 ; 
offences. Our guilt was nfenze, in reference - 
to the object againſt whom we ſinned and, 
wen entirely out of the power of any 
finite being to make ſatis ſaction for it. 1 2 = 
the redemption cord 4, e and it _ 
ceafeth. on guer. fn = 72 — 
But, behold, the Son of God himſelf ai | 
deſcends to pay the debt! He became . 
ſponſible for our crimes; and made Rl 15 185 
tisfaction for them, at the expence of . 
life. Les, Hie was wounded -for our . ERS 
greens, he was bruiſed for our imnaquities'; 
th 7955 1 97 our G WAS * 2 
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18 The Hills and Mountains laid low, 
and with his ſtripes we are healed,* And 
| what was it, my friends, that gave fueh . 
N cacy to the ſacrifice of Chriſt, as to make it 
* meritorious for our redemption and eternal 
falvation ? Was it not the umon ſubſiſting 
between the divine perſon of the Son of God. 
and the human nature? Was it not this to 
which the apoſtle. had referenee. when he 
ſaid to the elders at Epheſus, Feed the church 
of Gop, which HE hath purchaſed with fi 
oon blood? t Had not another apoſtle: the 
"i fame thing in view, when he: ſaid; Hereb 
U percetve we the love of Gob, becauſe HE lard 
4 down fits of for us. . Yes, it is the proper 
Dieity of Chriſt, that gives an infinite efficacy 
to his human ſaerifice. If we deny this, we 
not only detract from the dignity of his per- 
ſon, but make his ſacrifice utterly ineffectual 
to our redemption. For, if Chriſt be not 
truly and properly Gop, his blood ean be no: 
more 70 us than the blood of ee 4 
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> Think then, my friends, of the dignity of 
i Chriſt's perſon; the greatneſs of his love to 
i Poor ſinners, and the infinite worth of his 
"i precious blood. Does fin trouble you? Look 
a to the blood of ſprinkling, which ſpeafeth bet 
= ter things than that of Abel. Look: to, and 
rely upon, the infinite efficacy of Chriſt's 
blood, and you are ſafe for ever. For, the 


i lod of Jeſus Chriſt, his Son, cleanſeth-from 


W 
T 
* * Iſa. Ii. 8. ; + Acts xx; 28. f i 

+ x Ep. John iii, 26. 1 Ep. John $i.” 


2; ; 
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* 
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\ | „ 
enterceſjion of Chriſt. For, / any man fin, 
zue have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chriſt the T1ghteous* and he is the propetiation 
for our fins.* Though he is exalted to the 
higheſt | dignity, and poſſeſſed of ineffable 
glory; yet he ſtill remembers his peeple in 
their preſent militant ſtate. He knows their 
ſorrows; he ſees their afflictions; he heart 
their groans; and he takes an account of all 
their tears. Yes, and he marks the conduct 
of all their enemies; reſtrains their power, 
and intercedes for his diſciples, with his Father 
and their s. Hence they receive 1 5 
8; 


plies of grace and ſtrength from his full 
by whiel + they /are enabled to reſiſt tempta- 
_ 8 cui _ corruptions, parks ; 8 
by faith upon ſeſus as their great high prieſt 
above. Epe ing, not 1 help Let Rk - * 
to do the will of God here on earth; but 
likewiſe, the full accompliſhment of his in- 
terceſſory prayer, recorded John xvii. 24. 
Father, I will, that they alſo whom thou ft 
given me be with me where I am ; that they © 
may befiolth my" glory. 
And though the Chriſtian's very beſt ſer- 
| vices are attended with much weakneſs and 
im perfection, yet this ſhould comfort him 
His great high prieſt above, takes them all 
into Al hand, ſprinkles them with his blood, 
and preſents them in his name to the Fathexs, 
„ _ Ins. + 
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20 The Hills 4 Mountains 1 a 


| Thus they become 8 and well b. 
ling to God through him. - Once more:: 
5. Salvation may be hoped: for, from the 
prion, office, and work of the Spirit of Chriſt; _ 
Without the divine Spirit's agency and opera- 
tions, there can be no ſalvation. Unleis he 
: apply the bleſſings of grace, work fairh in us, 
and help us to appropriate what Chriſt has 
done and ſuffered for us, we cannot be happy, 
either here or hereafter.” For, to be cornally 
minded, is death ; but to be tbirutually del a 
76 life and peace : Becauſe the: carnal, mind. 
75 enniily againſt God, it is not fubje& to the 
5 of God, neither indeed can be. So then, 
they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. 
But ye are not in 7 0 but in the ſpirit, if 
fo be that the ſfurit of God dwell in you, Now 
if any. man have not -the ſpirit of Chriſt, he ts 
> none of his. But if the 5 of ham that raiſed 
u5 Jeſus from the dead dwell in you, he that 
raiſed up. Chrift fromthe dead, ſhall alſo quicken 
your mortal bodies, by has ſpirit. tat Fwedeth 
n You. 
"pun the Spirit of Chriſt i is 4 henſon a ned 
a property in the divine nature, as ſome do 
erroneouſly conceive. This appears from the 
pe ſonal pronoun HE, which our Lord ap- 
plies to him, no leſs than ſix times in one 
verſe, John xvi. 13. Alſo, his being ſent. by 
the Father, and ad the Son, cannot, with any 
* be fai 125 any ting but a . Aud | 
nd 


30 


; 8 Rev. viii 35 4. 6 +Rom. viii 6, Ty 8,9. 7 : 


And this 
= both from: the: F Fae, 


10 0 "nr: the Holy G oſt is Geda pears. "oh 
evident from Acts v. 3, 4 In the gd verſe, 
Peter ſays, Ananias, AF hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the HoLy'GrosT? And 
in verſe the 4th he ſays to him, Thou hat not 


* 


lied unto men, but unto Gop. It appe 
then, that the Hol y Ghoſt is a perſon, a diſ- 

tinct perſon, and that he is truly and properly 

God. And, as I ſaid before, without his in- 

ſſuener u on our ſouls, we cannot diſcern the 

beauty of Chriſt; we cannot enjoy am cm. 
W with God here; nor can we ha z 355 
meetneſs for the kinę dom above: 3 76s - 
It is, therefore, o the utmoſt; imp | 
to each of us, to be ex tall or 
with the Spirits work. It is he, that con- 

vinces men of the evil mathe of ſin; “ that 

regenerates, and ſanctifies them; and it is his 

office and work, to reveal Chriſt to the ſenſible 
ſinners heart, to enable him to believe in 
him, and to ſhed abroad the love of GG NN“ 
here. Ves, and it is he that endites tlie 
ſaints? pra ers, and - helps: their infirmities!$ 1 
He likewiſe Aare OE; and: co omförts them, 
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* John xvi. 8, Aces thi Pu 
Rom. v. 5. 1 vill 26, 27 
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2 The Hills and Mountains laid low, 


under all their afflictions, trials, and temp- 
tations;* witneſſes their adoption, and ſeals 
them to the day of redemption. F—Earneſtly 
pray, my brethren, for this bleſſed Spirit, to 
ſantlify your ſouls. Jeſus himſelf gives you 

the greateſt encouragement ſo to do; ſaying, 
1 3 evil, know how to giue good gifts to 


. your children; how much more fhall your hea- . 
1 venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
„ aft him And, if the Lord has been 83 : 
to beſtow this . bleſſing upon you; if he has 
given you the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation 
in the knowledge of Chriſt ; the ſpirit of pow- 
er, of love, and of a found mind; be thank- 
ful, admire his diſtinguiſhing (grace, and take 
_ that you grzeve not this Holy Spirit f 
"30 —= A of fin, even of the moſt ſecret fins: 
for, 1f we regard iniquity in our hearts, the 
Lord will not hear us.) Take heed alſo 
of an inordinate love to the things of this 
world; For / any man love the world, thi 
tove of the Father is not in him. 1 He can- 
not, whilſt this is his unhappy caſe, have any 
© comfortable ſenſe, or enjoyment of the Fa- 
ther's love. May the Lord help each of us, 
to watch againſt the cares, the fears, the 
- frowns, and the ſmiles of the world! Be dili- 
gent likewiſe, in all the appointed means of 
grace. Read the holy ſcriptures daily, and 


let 


* 


- @ Eph. iii. 16. f Gal, iv. 5, 6. f Luke xi. 13. 
> $Eph.iv. 30. JPfal. i. 16. J John ii. 13. 


WW; id Johenah ales Joe "vj TY -_—_ 


jet the Lord's day be frriftly, obſerved. and 
kept holy by you and yours. Maſs no op» 
portunities of hearing the goſpel of. Chet. 

Be much in prayer, in the cloſet, and in the fas * 

mily: and be careful to attend prayer meet? 
ings. This will he minding the — Jr ”- 
Spirit, as Paul exhorts; and through a; 7 
bleſſing, tend to unite your hearts to Cho 
and to each other in love; and to build you 
up together, as an habitation for God through | 
the Spirit“. 

Wy hall fe .conclude with ; a = 

W improvement. Hence, we 

Earn, What vaſt obſtruchons. lie in the wa 

a nner faluatton ; and what a whack 7. 
mercy it is, that one ſoul. ſhould get ſafe 
eternal glory. A multttude of hills and moun- 
tains he in the way. Yes, there are not on 


mountains of 1 ** ce, and of "of cms 
but likewiſe, of pride, of unbelie 7 con- 
ceit, and of ſelf ieee Ke. 1 muſt 


be laid low, before the ſinner - _ ſee any. 
beauty in Chriſt, or know. any thing of the 
way of ſalvation. And who, is able to re- 
move theſe obſtacles, or to- bring down theſes 
high mountains? Not the nes himſelf: he 
= has neither will nor power to do it. Nor is 
* 4 the power of any mere creature whats - 
| None but He, whoſe arm. is omnip ; 
is, and whole grace is boundleſs. — — 
only, : who ane the waters mn "ihe hollow > 
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of his hand, weighs the mountains in ſcales, 
and the hills in à balance, * is equal to this 
e work. He ho ſays to the winds | 
d ſeas, Peace, be ſtill; and they obey him: +__ 
Hx can lay all theſe towering mountains low. 
Therefore, let no ſinner deſpair of ſalvation: 
only look to, and reſt upon Jeſus by faith, 
and all theſe mountains ſhall become a plain. 
rubbabel ? thou ſhalt become a plain: and he 
ſhall bring forth the head ſtone with ſhoutings, 
ching, GRACE, GRACE unto it Zech. iv. 7. 


4 


Again: What an empty thing-a profeſſion of 


religion is, without a ſaving acquaimtance with 
the Lord Jeſus! Alas, my friends! if we had 
all the learning and knowledge in the. world, 
it would leave us miſerable at laſt, if deſti- 
tute of an experimental acquaintance. with 
Chriſt? Is, ſays our bleſſed Lord, is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only 
Ent eee, e age 
Holy Ghoſt, whoſe office it is, to take of the 
things. of Chriſt, and ſhew them in all their 
beauty, to the children of God. All other 
knowledge, as the apoſtle ſays, puffeth up: 
but this .edxfies. It empties us of ſelf.im- 
portance, and lays us in the duſt before God. 
It teaches us ſelf-denial, and makes us willing 
to be any thing, that Chriſt may be all in 2 


\ 
1 5 


, © Ila. ul. 22. + Mark iv. 39. 


1 John xvii. 3. John xvi. 14. 
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N ind Jehovah alone exalted. - vg * 
It will make us love Chriſt, and every thing 


Further: Hence it appears, that ſuch as are 
taught by the Spirit, and know the glory and 


buſineſs to exalt and commend. h 
poor ſinners plainly, 20% he is, and 
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Fir : ® and, therefore, a fure_ foundation | 
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hg to ſahe to the very utter. al that 
come unto God by him. * OE 
Tell them allo of his ſufferings and death. T1] 
How chearfully he engaged in the Work of - 
our ſalvation. That he readily bore the pon- 
derous load of our ga and ſubmitted to 
| the" painful death of crols, to ſatisfy ab- 
1 vine juſtice for. our crimes, and to deliver 
„ from eternal miſery, the vileſt of the human 
race. Tell them, likewiſe, of the infinite 
efficacy of the Saviour s blood: That it is the | f 
2M blood of him, who is truly God, as well as 
| really Man; and, therefore, infinitely affica- 
bo cious. Though their ſins be ever ſo many, 
por ever ſo great; yet, the efficacy of Chriſt's 
9 blood Polo them all. Do not forget to 
inform poor ſinners of the greatnels, ' the 
freeneſs, the unchangeablenels, and the ſweet- 
neſs of Chriſt's love, as nanifeſſed and revealed 
io the heart. You'knbw; by happy expe · 
rience, that it is Tweeter than honey, or the 
honey comb: and” who can tell, but that it 
may be the pleaſurę of God, whilſt you are 
commending 'hrilt's love to b to make 
* the happy inſtruments of conveying the 
nowledge 0. ſweetneſs of it to their ſouls? 
Once more: We may juſtly infer, from 
' what has been ſaid, the” eternal Jatvation of 
the weakeſt believers in Chriſt. kfflictions. 
temptations, and Bere "they may _ | 


pect to meet with in the world; as To bee 
certainly will, in . NOT or leſs 
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But, fear not, ye feeble flowers bfr Ohriſt. 
jeſus gathers the lambs with his arm, anf "of 
carries a ally n his boſom. * You feel your | "Ty 5 2 N 
Sunne and are afraid of falling: that is 
1 great mercy. . But remember it is 
* T1 fower to the faint, and "7 
no might,. he inereath 0 
+ Jeſus. himſelf aſſures ou, that 9 
t is not the w 40 of our Father 10% ich is in = ' 
„ Heaven, that. dne of thoſe hille ones tht be: 4 
lieve in him ſrould, periſh. Þ. T 
1 If Ea be truly God; if ke Jake! add 
yOu fo ven himſelf for you; if his blood 


be 'infiyitely efficacious; and if He himſelf 
have aged to keep and ſave 50 3 1 WW 
who, or oo at, ſhall ſeparate you- 95775 e 
love or pluck you out of his hands # am 30 
perſuaded, ſays Paul, that neither depth, 
life, nor angels, nor. principalitres, nar # 0 . 
ers, nor things . preſent, nor things 6 i 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other 2 5 ö 
hall be Fable to 25 parate us from the loue'of God» 
whach is in C rt Fe Fefus our Lord. Only Tet + 
it be your conllant care to live Epeintine al 
upon him, to be obedient. to him, and. to wh 
walk humbly before him. This is the w ys 4 
to manifeſt your love to him, to evidence 
your intereſt in him, to enjoy communion. | 
with him, and to glo orify his name in ine 55 tk 1 4 
world: And wen Grit, who #5 0ur th 2 1 
eee then Shall Jo * en W FREY ng I 
gl ny. Amen. Ne e, Ren 2 3 
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o can reſiſt ty l denen 8 
Or trifle with, thy blood? 
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in human fleſh 1 ſee, - 
. vo ko esh þ fin 
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